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Combatting Prejudice 


Welcome to Issue 71 of Back To Prabhupada (BTP). 
Srila Prabhupada states that philosophy must be 
understood without prejudice: 

“don’t be blind, but try to consider it a little lib- 
erally [...] Without any bias, prejudice. Don’t be 
carried by prejudice. Try to understand the phi- 
losophy of Caitanya Mahaprabhu and be happy.” 
(Srila Prabhupada Lecture, 2/3/75, emphasis added) 

Prejudice means to already arrive at a conclusion 





blindly without first considering the evidence with 
an open mind. 

Yet, the approach of ISKCON’s leadership to un- 
derstanding the philosophy of guru-tattva, or the 
truth about the guru, is based entirely on prejudice. 
This prejudice is that, due to their desires, they have 
decided in advance that there must be successor 
diksG gurus at all costs - the evidence be damned. 

1) Initially, when Srila Prabhupada clearly said he 
would be appointing “rtviks” on May 28th, 1977, and 
later, on July 9th, 1977, Srila Prabhupada did appoint 
11 rtviks, prejudice blinded the GBC to see the word 

“rtvik" as “diksa guru"! And the zonal acarya fiasco of 
11 “appointed” diksd gurus was born. 

2) Then, when it became clear that Srila Prabhu- 
pada had not appointed 11 rtviks to become 11 diksa 
gurus, the GBC’s prejudice that they must still some- 
how be diksa@ gurus struck again. Even though the 
GBC had just got it all wrong, they still didn’t let that 
affect their guru program. Now they claimed — forget 
what we told you before, the new theory is that the “law 
of disciplic succession” states that everyone can be a 
diksa guru as long as we vote you in. 

3) But later, their prejudice that everyone can be- 
come a diksG guru meant that this “law of disciplic 
succession” was also now ditched and instead even 

“grand-disciples” could become diksa@ gurus in the 
physical presence of their spiritual masters, even 
though the same “law of disciplic succession” had 
forbidden this. 

Actually, as we showed in BTP 64 (please see 

“The GBC’s 10 Contradictory Guru Systems”), the GBC 
has changed its guru system at least 10 times. So 
many twists, rationalisations and contradictory flip- 
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flops are possible only because the GBC’s starting po- 
sition is always that somehow there must be succes- 
sor diksa gurus, rather than letting the evidence dic- 
tate if this should actually be the end point. 

4) The BTP ISKCON Leaders Special Issue docu- 
ments ISKCON leaders themselves effectively saying 
many times that Srila Prabhupada is the diksa guru of 
ISKCON, rather than themselves. Yet their prejudice 
that they must be diksa gurus, somehow, anyhow, 
blinds them to the truth of their own statements. 

5) Indeed, as we show on p. 15 of this issue, one 
ISKCON guru has become so blinded by prejudice 
that he puts forward evidence for supposed diksa gu- 
rus that he had written a whole book to reject! 

6) Others have also engaged in straightforward 
bodily prejudice. Being unable to philosophical- 
ly defeat our arguments, those opposed to the IRM 
have simply attacked me on the basis of racial and 
national prejudice, by referring to my birth as being 
somehow relevant to whether or not the arguments 
put forward by the IRM are correct. Thus, | have 
been denigrated for being a “Gujarati” (Western In- 
dian-see BTP 34), a “South Indian brahmana" (see 
BTP 39), and “British” (see BTP 37). Hence, they are 
not even clear on what bodily prejudice they should 
have, just as long as it is some prejudice! 

The prejudice of ISKCON’s leaders is further ex- 
posed by the laughable attempts that they engage in 
to try to hide this prejudice. Thus, for example, they 
will claim that their desire for successor diks@ gurus 
is based not on prejudice but only on a wish to ad- 
here strictly to “tradition”. But then, with a straight 
face and in the same breath, they will also state that 
therefore they must have a GBC guru system which 
is “unique” (GBC Res. 318, 2014) and thus not adher- 
ing to “tradition” at all! 

ISKCON’s leadership needs to follow the orders 
Srila Prabhupada actually gave, rather than being 
blinded by prejudice and just assuming they must 
somehow be successor gurus. 

Thank you and Hare Krsna. 

In Srila Prabhupada’s service, 

Krishnakant 


Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare — and be happy! 
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Srila Prabhupada’s Living Relationship 


All quotes in the shaded boxes are taken from 
an interview dated 4/9/21 with GBC member 
and voted-in guru HG Madhu Sevita Dasa 
(“MSD”) wherein he agrees with the IRM. Em- 
phases added. 


Only living guru 


MSD states that everyone in ISKCON must 
develop a direct relationship with Srila Prabhu- 
pada, otherwise we cannot develop Krsna con- 
sciousness or progress in spiritual life: 

“Books are the basis’ in my opinion means that 
the relationship with Prabhupada is the basis. 
If you don't have a relationship with Prabhu- 
pada, how will you be a member of ISKCON? 
How will you develop your spiritual conscious- 


ness? How will you develop your Krsna Con- 


sciousness and progress in spiritual life?” 
He states this direct relationship is estab- 


lished through Srila Prabhupada’s books, be- 
cause Srila Prabhupada directly speaks to one 
through them: 

Interviewer: “...he’s present in his books.” 
MSD: “Absolutely. [...] reading the books and 


becoming attach h oks isn 


chanical thing [...] These books are the person 
Prabhupada. [...] Prabhupada speaks to you 
through the books.” 

And, in this way, Srila Prabhupada gives di- 

rect personal instruction to the reader: 
“You read the same thing that you had read, 
you know, one year ago, but it comes in dif- 
ferently. It’s just like Prabhupada saying some- 
thing smiling or Prabhupada saying something 
in a severe mood, and you get that if you are 
loving Prabhupada’s books, if you are attached 
to him, because he comes through, you know, 
he appears through them.” 

1) MSD states that Srila Prabhupada de- 
livers spiritual progress to us, thereby obviat- 
ing the need for a GBC “living” guru in order to 
make spiritual progress. 

2) MSD demolishes the need for a “living” 
(physically present) guru as an alternative to 
Srila Prabhupada, for MSD makes it clear that 
Srila Prabhupada functions as a personally pre- 
sent, and thus “living” guru, through his books. 


me- 











Approach as diksa guru 


In Bhagavaa-gitd, 4.34, Lord Krsna states: 

“Just try to learn the truth by approach- 
ing a spiritual master. Inquire from him sub- 
missively and render service unto him. The 
self-realized soul can impart knowledge 
unto you because he has seen the truth.” 


In their paper “Prabhupada’s Order”, the 
GBC quotes this verse as evidence of how one 
surrenders to a diksd@ guru. The purport to this 
verse states that, as a result of this humble in- 
quiry and service, the disciple is blessed: 

“with genuine spiritual understanding”. 

Thus, humble inquiry, service and result- 
ant understanding is accepted by the GBC as 
the process involved in approaching the diksa 
guru. And MSD states that, in addition to read- 
ing Srila Prabhupada’s books, this exact pro- 
cess needs to be applied to Srila Prabhupada: 
“You may read 20 hours a day, but if the spir- 


it is not serving and loving Prabhupada, is not 
humbly enquiring from him, [...] if you don’t 
reach to become attached to Prabhupada and 
serve him eternally then that intelligence, that 
realisation in the heart doesn’t become man- 
ifested.” 

Hence, MSD is teaching that we must inter- 
act with Srila Prabhupada in the same way that 
a disciple interacts with the diksd guru. 


GBC gurus are a threat 


MSD states that the GBC’s multi-guru sys- 

tem, rather than being needed to offer “living” 
diksa gurus as an alternative to Srila Prabhu- 
pada, is actually a threat to ISKCON: 
“I'll be frank here [...] it becomes an archipel- 
agos, you know, oh, and different moods and 
different that, or | take from my guru, | take 
from the guru, you know, then the guru has 
a disciple he becomes guru, you know, the 
thing may become, you know, lost ina bunch 
of rivulets [...] ‘Oh, my Guru Maharaja writes so 
nicely, [...] I'll distribute the books of my Guru 
Maharaja.’ No.” 

He states his clear opposition here to the 

mood of focusing on the books of the GBC gu- 
rus, and also adds that no other books should 
be considered on the level of Srila Prabhu- 
pada’s books: 
“It's not that a hundred years from now [...] 
the main books will be other books or there 
will be books that are on the same level of 
Prabhupada’s books. That shouldn't happen. 
Should not happen.” 

Which would effectively mean that one 
should basically only read Srila Prabhupada’s 
books, as all other books will be inferior to Srila 
Prabhupada’s books (not on “the same level”). 

Indeed, it is notable that throughout the 
whole interview, MSD offers not a single rea- 
son why GBC gurus are needed, and instead 
only argues that Srila Prabhupada is needed. 





MSD states that the only way to counter the 
threat posed by GBC gurus is to forever keep 
Srila Prabhupada as everyone's Acarya: 

“if we want this branch of the Chaitanya tree to 
go on and, you know, make flowers and bear 
fruits, the pre-eminent, fundamental guru has 
to remain Srila Prabhupada [...] the Founder- 


Acarya, the Founder and Acarya of all the fu- 
ture generations devotees’ spiritual life, it has 


to remain Prabhupada. [...] They have to de- 
velop a relationship with Prabhupada.” 

MSD here echoes the obvious point made 
by us in our book Srila Prabhupada: The Found- 
er-Acarya of ISKCON -Presenting the Conclu- 
sions of the GBC Foundational Document, that 
Srila Prabhupada’s “Founder-Acarya” title 
means that he alone will always be the Found- 
er and Acarya of ISKCON. And in that book we 
further show, both from the statements of 
Srila Prabhupada and the GBC, that being the 
Acarya of ISKCON means acting as the diksa 
guru of ISKCON. 


Conclusion 


Thus, we have a GBC member and guru ad- 
vocating that: 

1) We must develop a relationship direct- 
ly with Srila Prabhupada, because he is our 
personally present living guru. 

2) We can only obtain everything that we 
need for our spiritual life directly from Srila 
Prabhupada. 

3) We must approach Srila Prabhupada as 
we would approach the diksa guru. 

4) GBC gurus such as himself are a threat 
to ISKCON. 

Hence, as we have shown before, whenev- 
er an ISKCON leader speaks accurately about 
Srila Prabhupada and his teachings, he is 
forced to concede, albeit “unwittingly”, that 
Srila Prabhupada should be the diks@ guru in 
ISKCON, with no other intermediaries required. 


Please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and | 
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Srila Prabhupada’s ‘Competitor’ 


The statements in the shaded boxes are trans- 
lations of a Hindi lecture by GBC voted-in guru 
HH Lokanath Swami (“LOK”), which was 
posted on 18/8/21. All emphases added. 


No order for rival books 





LOK is ecavaing that Srila Saba or- 
dered his disciples to write “some” books. 
However, if every Srila Prabhupada disciple 
wrote “some” books, then throughout his or 
her lifetime, each disciple could easily write 
10-20 books, especially when you have am- 
bitious people such as LOK who states he still 
has a “desire” to “write a lot more” to add to 
the books he has already written. This would 
then mean that in total these many thousands 
of Srila Prabhupada’s disciples between them 
could write, say, up to 100,000 different books. 
But there is no record of Srila Prabhupada giv- 
ing such an order that would result in there be- 
ing up to 100,000 books to rival his own books. 


Actual order 


Rather, Srila Prabhupada’s only instruc- 
tions to us on record are to read his books: 

“| have given you everything, so read 
and speak from the books and so many new 
lights will come out. We have got so many 
books, so if we go on preaching from them 
for the next 1,000 years, there is enough 
stock. [...] if we study one sloka daily in our 
classes it will take you more than 50 years 
to finish Srimad-Bhagavatam alone, so at 
least 50 years matter is already there mini- 
mum. So we can finish Bhagavatam once in 
our lifetime and the next generation can be- 
gin again, like that.” 

(Srila Prabhupada Letter, 16/6/72) 

Thus, given that- 

a) Srila Prabhupada wrote many books; 

b) The lifespan of a human in Kali-yuga is 
very limited, and the time in that limited life- 
span just for reading books is even less 

—it would in any case not be practical for 
ISKCON members to thoroughly study Srila 
Prabhupada’s books daily as he ordered, and 
also read many books by others as well. This 
is one reason why Srila Prabhupada never 
gave such an order for rival books to be pro- 
duced. Another reason is that printing and dis- 











tributing such books would in turn lead to up 
to a billion books being printed, even if these 
100,000 titles only had a few thousand copies 
of each printed. However, Srila Prabhupada 
never gave such an order for ISKCON to pro- 
duce and distribute up to 1 billion books by 
other people. Not least because Srila Prabhu- 
pada himself wrote lots of books which we 
were instructed to print and distribute, where- 
as reading, printing and distributing so many 
books by others on similar subject matter 
would end up detracting from, undercutting, 
rivalling and ultimately displacing and devalu- 
ing Srila Prabhupada’s own books. 


Rivalling Srila i solemn 





Pecan fet Z 
LOK then states that he has also estab- 
lished his own archives, dedicated to his own 


works, to rival Srila Prabhupada’s archives. He 
notes that there are also more archives for oth- 
er ISKCON leaders. This underscores the point 
just made regarding the consequences of rival 
book programs to that of Srila Prabhupada’s 
own books. Srila Prabhupada’s archives are 
now rivalled by lots of other archives, with Srila 
Prabhupada’s archives being noted by LOK as 
simply being just another archive which is 
“also famous” in ISKCON, rather than being the 
one and only archive for ISKCON. 


Whose books? 





and that, ae promotion, and distribution®, e 

* * spoken by LOK in English. 

LOK justifies this rival book program by 
quoting Srila Prabhupada stating that “books 
are the basis”. However, Srila Prabhupada was 
only referring to his books: 

“My first concern is that my books shall 
be published and distributed profusely all 
over the world. Practically, books are the 
basis of our Movement. Without our books, 
our preaching will have no effect.” 

(Srila Prabhupada Letter, 20/1/72) 

Srila Prabhupada makes it clear that he is 

referring only to his books being the “basis” of 


Srila Prabhupada: 
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the movement, and not the books of LOK or 
anyone else. A fact that LOK himself states in 
the same lecture: 





LOK is very concerned to warn his disci- 
ples to not accept that Srila Prabhupada is the 
diksa guru of ISKCON, which he calls “devi- 
ant philosophy like rtvik”. Given LOK’s desire, 
as documented above, to rival Srila Prabhu- 
pada’s books with his own books, this is no 
surprise. For, if persons start focusing only on 
Srila Prabhupada as their diksa@ guru, they will 
spend all their time absorbed only in reading 
Srila Prabhupada’s books, just as he ordered, 
as documented above. We noted this desire 
of LOK to try to supplant Srila Prabhupada’s 
books with himself before. In the BTP 15 arti- 
cle “Bait-and-Switch in Action”, we noted how, 
after lecturing from Srila Prabhupada’s books, 
which prompted the audience to want to buy 
these same books, LOK then spent several 
hours signing them as if he were the author! 


Conclusion 


Thus, it is not only by claiming to be a suc- 
cessor diksd@ guru to Srila Prabhupada, and tak- 
ing disciples in ISKCON which are meant for 
Srila Prabhupada, that LOK is attempting to 
supplant Srila Prabhupada. He is also desirous 
to write a lot of books and to establish his own 
archives to compete with Srila Prabhupada. 
However, such a program was not authorised 
by Srila Prabhupada, despite LOK’s empty evi- 
dence-free claim to the contrary. 


Please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare -— and be happy! 
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Srila Prabhupada’s Spiritual ee 


GBc member and voted-in guru HH Badri- 
narayan Swami (“BAD”) made the following 
argument: 

“Sometimes we'll all take a swipe at them, 
the rtvik people. [...] what they're actually say- 
ing is that Prabhupada was so impotent spirit- 
ually, he couldn’t make one single pure devotee 
who could then carry on the sampradaya?” 
(BAD Presentation, 8/11/21) 

He uses the term “rtvik” here to refer to 
the IRM's position. His argument that if Srila 
Prabhupada remains ISKCON’s diksd guru it 
would mean Srila Prabhupada is spiritually 
“impotent” is offensive to Srila Prabhupada, 
and we therefore answer it here in detail. Em- 
phases added. 


BAD’s bad logic 


To understand the consequences of BAD’s 
argument that a lack of diksa@ guru succes- 
sors must mean a guru is spiritually impotent, 
one can consider the example of Srila Prabhu- 
pada’s guru, Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati 
Thakura (“SBST”). 

1) Regarding SBST, Srila Prabhupada states: 

“He never recommended anyone to be 
acarya of the Gaudiya Math. [...] If Guru Ma- 
haraja could have seen someone who was 
qualified at that time to be acarya he would 
have mentioned.” 

(Srila Prabhupada Letter, 28/4/74, emphasis added) 

Thus, applying BAD’s “logic” to this quote, 
he would have to offensively argue that SBST 
“was so impotent spiritually, he couldn't make 
one single pure devotee who could then carry 
onas the Acarya”. 

2) And even 40 years after SBST’s physical 
departure, Srila Prabhupada stated: 

“Actually amongst my Godbrothers no 
one is qualified to become acarya.” 

(Srila Prabhupada Letter, 28/4/74) 

Thus, again, by BAD’s “logic”, he would 
have to offensively argue that SBST “was so 
impotent spiritually, he couldn't make more 
than one single pure devotee (Srila Prabhu- 
pada) who could then carry on as the Acarya”. 


BAD defeats himself 


If one argues that the mere absence of 
any act which would entail requiring spirit- 
ual potency-such as having diksd@ guru suc- 
cessors—must automatically mean that one 
is spiritually impotent, then BAD’s proposal 
would be self-defeating. Because then BAD’s 
argument could be turned on its head as fol- 


lows. Since the GBC is claiming that Srila 
Prabhupada ordered successor gurus, BAD’s 
argument can be re-phrased: “what the GBC is 
actually saying is that Prabhupada was so im- 
potent spiritually, he couldn't continue taking 
more than a few thousand disciples and carry 
on the sampradaya himself?” 

Thus, BAD's same “logic” is at work here: 
Srila Prabhupada requiring to carry on the 
sampradaya himself for many thousands of 
years and initiating millions of disciples would 
also require spiritual potency — and if this is not 
done, then it ‘must’ mean he is somehow spir- 
itually impotent. Indeed, BAD himself alludes 
to this argument by claiming we state that: 

“the initiation stops at Srila Prabhupada be- 
cause he was so powerful’. 


The potency fallacy 


BAD’s argument is a logical fallacy. Just 
because producing diksa@ guru successors re- 
quires spiritual potency, the absence of diksa 
guru successors does not mean spiritual po- 
tency is also absent. Because this would only 
be the case if the only way that spiritual poten- 
cy could exist would be through having suc- 
cessor diksd@ gurus. In that case, their absence 
would mean the absence of spiritual potency. 
But this can easily be disproven by the fact that 
it is possible for Srila Prabhupada to produce 
pure devotees through his spiritual potency 
who are not diksa@ guru successors, but rather 
can co-exist with Srila Prabhupada being the 
diksa guru of ISKCON. This is possible because 
there is no spiritual principle which states that 
it is mandatory for a pure devotee to become 
a diksa guru successor. 

Thus, the non-existence of diksd@ guru suc- 
cessors is not proof that Srila Prabhupada is 
spiritually impotent. 


The order 


Hence, what actually determines the ex- 
istence of diks@ guru successors is not Srila 
Prabhupada’s “potency” but whether or not 
Srila Prabhupada actually ordered diksa guru 
successors. Srila Prabhupada is just as free and 
spiritually potent to remain the Acarya, and 
thus diksa@ guru, of ISKCON, as he is to hand 
over his position of Acarya and diksa guru of 
ISKCON to a successor disciple or disciples. We 
therefore simply need to examine the order he 
gave and follow it. And when we examine Srila 
Prabhupada’s order, we find that he remained 
ISKCON’s Acarya and diksd@ guru, as proven by 


Badrinarayan Swami (left) claims Srila 
Prabhupada impotent to be diksd guru 





our many publications such as Srila Prabhu- 
pada: The Founder-Acarya of ISKCON — Present- 
ing the Conclusions of the GBC Foundational 
Document; The Final Order; and so on. 


BAD’s “straw man” 


BAD’s argument also fails for a much sim- 
pler reason. What he presents is not the IRM’s 
position anyway, and BAD therefore attributes 
an argument to us which we do not make; that 
is, he presents a false “straw man” argument: 

1) The Final Order, the “rtvik Bible” (as 
named by GBC gurus HH Jayadvaita Swami 
and HH Bhakti Vikasa Swami), does not state 
that “initiation stops at Srila Prabhupada be- 
cause he was so powerful”. Rather, it states that 
Srila Prabhupada remains the sole diks@ guru 
for his ISKCON Society because that is what 
he ordered. 

2) Neither does The Final Order state that 
Srila Prabhupada “couldn’t make one single 
pure devotee”. Rather, it states the opposite: 

“all we are stating is that Srila Prabhu- 
pada did set up the rtvik system to allow in- 
itiations to continue. Whether or not Srila 
Prabhupada created pure devotees is not 
relevant to his clear and unequivocal final 
order. [...] Srila Prabhupada may have cre- 
ated many pure devotees [...] It is nowhere 
stated that it is mandatory for a pure devo- 
tee to become a diksa guru. Such persons 
would be delighted to work within the rtvik 
system if that was their guru’s order.” 


Conclusion 


1) That Srila Prabhupada did not appoint 
any successors for ISKCON is not evidence of 
Srila Prabhupada’s “impotence”. 

2) Nor does the IRM claim that no disciples 
of Srila Prabhupada were, or ever will be, qual- 
ified to become pure devotees. 

BAD needs to stop his offensive specu- 
lations and instead just follow Srila Prabhu- 
pada’s actual orders. 


Please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare — and be happy! 





Page 6« Issue 71 = Vol. 4, 2021 + Back To Prabhupada 





False Rtvik Propaganda 


IsKCON leaders have attacked the IRM’s posi- 
tion-that Srila Prabhupada is ISKCON’s diksa 
guru~as being false “rtvik” propaganda. They 
are correct that there is false rtvik propagan- 
da. However, as we shall see, it is being prop- 
agated by ISKCON’s leaders themselves, and 
consists of false propaganda about the IRM's, 
or “rtvik", position. All quotes in shaded boxes 
are from a lecture by HH Bhakti Vikasa Swa- 
mi (“BVKS”), recorded on 7/11/21. 


BVKS hodgepodge 


don why so ma 





1) We do not claim the “rtvik” represent- 
ative is in any way some sort of substitute or 
“surrogate” guru. The rtvik simply performs a 
service connected with the initiation rite, just 
as the temple president also does by perform- 
ing the initiation fire sacrifice. Thus, there is 
no question of the “rtviks” needing to claim 
that they are “not gurus”, any more than the 
temple president or any other devotee would 
need to claim this. 

2) It is Srila Prabhupada who is the alterna- 
tive to the GBC guru, and this is why so many 
of BVKS’s Godbrothers are “reluctant to initi- 
ate”, since they realise they are not an alterna- 
tive to Srila Prabhupada. Therefore, it is BVKS 
who has created a “hodgepodge”, by trying to 
draw a false equivalence between the role of 
the “rtvik” and that of the diksd guru. 

3) Everyone in ISKCON “represents” Srila 
Prabhupada in that they are supposed to 
simply be following Srila Prabhupada’s or- 
ders rather than acting on their own initia- 
tive. But they all represent in different capac- 
ities. Just because a pot-washer is also repre- 
senting Srila Prabhupada, does not mean that 
he is the same as a liberated member of the 
disciplic succession. 

4) Most importantly, the GBC guru is not 
“representing” Srila Prabhupada anyway. Be- 
cause one can only represent Srila Prabhu- 
pada in a certain capacity if they have been 
ordered by Srila Prabhupada to represent him 
in that capacity. But, neither BVKS nor any- 
one else was authorised by Srila Prabhupada 
to represent him by taking over his position as 


ISKCON’s diksd guru. 


BVKS cheating 





vik. According to the July 9th, 1977 directive 
signed by Srila Prabhupada, here is what the 
rtvik does in order to accept a disciple on be- 
half of Srila Prabhupada: 

They give a name. Or chant on a Gayatri 
thread. That's it! 

They certainly do not “do everything” or 
“exercise authority”. Nor is it their function to 
provide “spiritual advancement”. As GBC guru 
Madhu Sevita Dasa correctly explained in the 
first article, it is Srila Prabhupada who provides 
this. 

2) BVKS engages in this fabrication so that 
he can again draw a false equivalence be- 
tween the role of a rtvik and that of a diksa 
guru, and thus try to argue that he is provid- 
ing a required diksd guru “alternative” to the 
rtvik. But the actual comparison is between 
that of Srila Prabhupada, who does do eve- 
rything, and the GBC guru, who simply takes 
the credit and worship for the work that Srila 
Prabhupada does by unauthorisedly taking 
his position. And, if BVKS provided the correct 
comparison, he would be exposed as a cheat- 
er since it would be clear he is not providing 
any alternative to Srila Prabhupada and thus is 
not required. So it is BVKS who is engaging in 
a “cheating process” by lying about the actu- 
al role of a rtvik. 


Material immaterial 


‘There is the rtvik sampradaya [...] which 
imagines that Srila Prabhupada has not left in 
any way” 

(BVKS Lecture, 8/11/21) 

1) BVKS falsely claims that the IRM (whom 
he labels as the rtvik sampradaya) is not aware 
that Srila Prabhupada has physically disap- 
peared. Yet, here is what we state after the In- 
troduction, on the first page of The Final Order 
(TFO), the IRM’s position paper: 

“On July 9th 1977, four months before 
his physical departure, Srila Prabhupada...” 

So, we clearly do not claim that Srila 
Prabhupada has “not left in any way”, since we 
state he has left physically. 


Srila Prabhupada: Continues 
FU ualemlaliarelaiare ie [Olden lambs]. <@@)\| 





2) We do repeat Srila Prabhupada’s teach- 
ing that his physical disappearance is immate- 
rial to his ability to function spiritually: 

“Physical presence is immaterial; pres- 
ence of the transcendental sound received 
from the spiritual master should be the 
guidance of life.” 

(Srila Prabhupada Letter, 19/1/67) 

“So we should associate by the vibra- 
tion, and not by the physical presence. That 
is real association.” 

(Srila Prabhupada Lecture, 18/8/68) 

Please see TFO and our other publications 

for many more quotes such as these. 


Initiation does not stop 


“rtvik-vadis, they say, ‘No, Prabhupada is still 
present and therefore he can go on initiating” 
(BVKS Lecture, 13/10/21) 

BVKS claims we say the above in reference 
to Srila Prabhupada stating that it is possible 
for a disciple to initiate only after his spiritual 
master physically disappears (Letter to Tusta 
Krsna, 2/12/75). But we do not offer a specif- 
ic reason for why Srila Prabhupada “can go on 
initiating” in reference to this quote. Because 
the quote in question does not even state that 
Srila Prabhupada must stop initiating once he 
physically disappears. Thus, there is no ques- 
tion of even needing to offer a reason for why 
Srila Prabhupada “can go on initiating” after 
he physically disappears, as he does not have 
to stop in the first place! Rather, only if Srila 
Prabhupada first stated that he will stop initi- 
ating on his physical departure, could the pos- 
sibility for a disciple to be able to succeed him 
and initiate even come into play. 


Conclusion 


If anyone in ISKCON’s leadership had any 
ability to respond to what we actually state, 
then they would do so, instead of just making 
up things that we do not state. 


1t Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 
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The Triumph of POP 


The IRM’s POP (Prabhupada-Only Para- 
digm) system insists that we only follow the re- 
corded orders of Srila Prabhupada. This is rev- 
olutionary in that it is common for “devotees” 
of whatever philosophical persuasion to ac- 
cept “testimonies” or “Prabhupada said” as ev- 
idence. However, POP now seems to have infil- 
trated into ISKCON. Recently in a class he gave 
on 17/10/21 at the ISKCON UK headquarters, 
GBC voted-in guru Kripamoya Dasa (“KMD”) 
bemoaned the influence of POP in ISKCON (all 
emphases in QNN added): 

“Now, these days, even as a disciple of Srila 
Prabhupada, | can say ‘Prabhupdada said’, and 
not one person in the audience believes me. You 
know why? Because the next question they ask 
me is, ‘Prabhujt, could you just give me a quote 
for that, where Prabhupdda said that?’ [...] And 
as soon as you say something like, ‘Well, | think 
Prabhupada said it...’ - as soon as you say ‘I 
think’, they go, ‘Ah, he’s not bona fide. He's not 
authorised.’ [...] We live in an age where you 
have to validate every statement, unfortunately.” 

1) KMD explains how POP has complete- 
ly penetrated at least into the rank and file 
of ISKCON. This is due to the influence of the 
IRM's sustained preaching within ISKCON. 

2) KMD also reveals the mentality of 
ISKCON’s leadership by stating that having 
to follow POP and “validate every statement” 
is something that needs to “unfortunate- 
ly” be done. Thus, ISKCON’s leaders thinking 
it is wrong to have to offer evidence for their 
claims and that instead we should just accept 
any nonsense they state, itself shows how im- 
portantly we need POP in ISKCON. 


More Rtvik Nonsense 


In BTP 70, in the article “Verifying the 
Guru Claim”, we exposed an argument from 
GBC guru HH Hridayananda Dasa Goswami 
(“HD”). He had unnecessarily claimed that “rt- 
vik" does not mean “surrogate” and thus false- 
ly concluded that the whole “rtvik” concept 
was “nonsense”. On 19/10/21, a few days after 
BTP 70 landed in the USA, HD tried to substan- 
tiate this argument that we had just defeated 
in BTP 70, by posting the following “Point of 
clarification” (enclosed in shaded boxes below) 
on his social media: 





Please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be 
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ord rtvik, which T TKG aude ac- 
: ee mean ‘surrogate’” 

As we stated in the last issue’s article, The 
Final Order, the IRM’s position paper, does not 
even define rtvik as “surrogate”. It defines rtvik 
as “priest”. Because that is how Srila Prabhu- 
pada defined it: 

“rtvik-the priests” 
(SB, 4.7.16) 

Thus, HD has merely repeated his former 
nonsensical “surrogate” straw man point! 
“...surrogate diks 7 


o suct al asa srivik guru in astra.” 

Yes, but there is such a thing as a rtvik 
priest, because HD himself was appointed 
via the July 9th, 1977 directive to act as one 
and initiate on Srila Prabhupada’s behalf, and 
he acted as such for an extended period of 
time. And all we are stating is that HD has not 
put forward any evidence that Srila Prabhu- 
pada ordered HD to change this priestly role 
in which he was creating Srila Prabhupada 
disciples, and instead become a “successor” 
diksa@ guru and accept the disciples for himself. 
We can also note that in the first quote above 
that we gave from HD, he has basically, in any 
case, agreed with us by stating that rtviks func- 
tioned in a priestly-type role since they “assist- 
ed the main priests”! Hence, HD has mere- 
ly “clarified” that he is again speaking non- 
sensically by attacking an argument we nev- 
er made, while now also effectively agreeing 
with the one we did make! 









Where Is the Proof? 


In the previous issue, we detailed that 
there exists a letter signed by HH Lokanath 
Swami (“LOK”) in which he admits to sexual 
abuse of a minor. We also detailed that to get 
around this damning evidence, ISKCON India 
leader Basu Ghosh Dasa (“BGD”) claimed (on 
28/8/21) that LOK only signed this letter under 
pressure from the GBC, who had “compelled” 
him to sign (“GBC Politics Case Study”). How- 
ever, Sanak Sanatana Dasa (“SSD”), who is 
on the same ISKCON India leadership body as 


Srila Prabhupada 
accepts his authorit 





BGD (the “ICC”, the “India Continental Commit- 
tee”), gives a different version. He claims that 
rather than LOK bowing to GBC pressure and 
agreeing to sign this letter, LOK completely re- 
jected the letter outright: 

“It was put in front of Maharaja and Mahara- 
ja clearly objected and said that is not what has 
happened [...] he strongly objected to that, and 
that letter was never sent out. [...] | can make a 
letter about you and | publish it in the internet 
and [...] leven can somehow or another get hold 
of your signature [...] say look he typed it and he 
signed it.” 

(SSD Interview, 16/10/21) 

Thus, in order to defend LOK, the ICC first 
needs to get its story straight. Did LOK sign the 
letter under compulsion or just reject it? 





In addition, in a social media post on 
15/10/21, BGD adds to his defence of LOK’s 
signing the letter by stating that it was: 

“actually written by a group that was asked 
to do so by the GBC authorities during 2010.” 

However, in the same post, he also states 
in regards to LOK’s alleged sexual abuse, that 
unless one was “present when the alleged sexu- 
al abuse took place”, then one has “no first hand 
knowledge of what transpired”, and thus “just 
making an allegation does not make it a fact or 
the truth.” 

However, by BGD’s own argument, in or- 
der to substantiate his allegations about LOK’s 
letter, it would require that BGD was personal- 
ly “present” when: 

1) This unnamed “group” was asked by the 
GBC authorities to write this letter. 

2) The group wrote this letter. 

3) The GBC “compelled” LOK to sign this 
letter. 

But BGD has never offered proof that he 
was “present” for these 3 events, nor has he 
even claimed he was present. 


nappy: 








Split loyalty 


“Haribol, Krishnakant Prabhu, 

PAMHO, AGTSP. 

Have just received BTP Issue 70, Vol. 3. An- 
other masterful issue. 

How ever do people like Basu Ghosh Dasa 
get into such powerful positions? He says one 
thing criticising the Hermeneutics course, 
then comes out with strong rejection of Srila 
Prabhupada. He must have been spinning like 
a top and muddled his brain trying to make 
the contradiction fit. 

Yhs,” 

- Mahasanta Dasa, Norwich, UK 

Editor replies: 

We address this somewhat in this issue's 
Editorial. Once someone begins with a pre- 
conceived conclusion they must achieve, then 
they will do whatever is required to achieve 
that, no matter how absurd or contradictory it 
is. Thus, in the case you refer to: 

a) As part of their “war" with the GBC over 
the issue of HH Lokanath Swami being re-in- 
vestigated for child sex abuse, ISKCON India 
were happy to criticise something done by the 
GBC, as part of trying to undermine them. And 
thus, in order to do this, they were very happy 
to use being loyal to Srila Prabhupada’s teach- 
ings as the justification. 

b) But they did not apply the same require- 
ment to be loyal to Srila Prabhupada’s teach- 
ings in other situations, because there it did 
not assist in fulfilling any objectives they were 
seeking to achieve. 


Destination after death 


“All glories to Srila Prabhupada. 

Dear Krishnakant Prabhu, 

We appreciate all the work done by IRM, in 
order to save Srila Prabhupada’s ISKCON. 

We are interested in the following matter. 

Because there is so much confusion 
among the people, disciples of gurus outside 
of Srila Prabhupada’s ISKCON, and therefore 
ignorant of the reality of their position, and in 
order to clarify these concepts for further gen- 
eral illustration, including devotees regulated 
and faithful to the fulfilment of Srila Prabhu- 
pada’s orders, we ask well-weighted devotees 
of the IRM to answer the following questions: 

1. What could be the actual position (after 
death) of the disciples initiated by His Divine 
Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami? 

2. Of the disciples initiated by gurus au- 
thorized by the (GBC), (the three parts of guru 
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hoaxer)? 

3. Of the (SP) disciples re-initiated by gu- 
rus of the Gaudiya Math (Narayana Maharaja)? 

4. Of the gurus re-initiated by gurus of the 
Gaudiya Math (Pancha-Dravida)? 

5. What is the position of #3 and #4 who 
take for granted (just in case), have two gurus? 

Your servant,” 

- Mauricio Castillo, San Salvador, El Salvador 

Editor replies: 

In regards to the destination of an individ- 
ual after death, or any issue for that matter, we 
are not qualified to give answers. Rather, we 
can only repeat what Srila Prabhupada and 
Lord Krsna state: 

1) The guiding principle is that: 

“Whatever state of being one remem- 
bers when he quits his body, that state he 
will attain without fail.” 

(Bg., 8.6) 

2) And what one remembers at the time of 
death is in turn dictated by: “the cumulative 
effect of the thoughts and actions of one’s 
life.” Which “influences one’s thoughts at 
the moment of death; therefore the actions 
of this life determine one’s future state of 
being.” (Bg., 8.6, purport) 

3) Therefore, Srila Prabhupada states that 
in order to achieve a spiritual destination af- 
ter death, we must: “remember Krsna”. And 
to do this “one should chant the mahaman- 
tra, Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, 
Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama 
Rama, Hare Hare, incessantly, following 
in the footsteps of Lord Caitanya, being 
more tolerant than the tree, humbler than 
the grass and offering all respect to others 
without requiring respect in return. In such 
a way one will be able to depart from the 
body successfully remembering Krsna and 
so attain the supreme goal. [...] If one is 
transcendentally absorbed in Krsna’s ser- 
vice, then his next body will be transcen- 
dental (spiritual), not physical.” (Bg., 8.5, 8.6, 
purport) 

4) Consequently, what will matter is not 
only who you are initiated by, but what you do 
with your life after you are initiated. Thus, the 
reality, and-not the formality, is what matters. 
One can take initiation from Srila Prabhupada, 
and still disobey him, for example. Thus, do we 
find, as stated above, that the person in ques- 
tion is more tolerant than a tree, humbler than 
the grass, and also offers all respect to others 
without requiring respect in return? Were they 


Srila Prabhupada: 
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“transcendentally absorbed in Krsna’s service”, 
or were they absorbed in their own service and 
glory? 

Srila Prabhupada also states in regards to 
accepting gurus other than himself that: 

“if he is a pure devotee he can deliver 
others, he can become spiritual master. But 
unless he on that platform he should not 
attempt it. Then both of them will to go to 
hell, like blind men leading the blind” 

(Srila Prabhupada Letter, 14/12/72, all emphases 


in Interactive added) 


Are temples essential for bhakti? 


“Is it necessary for one to live in a temple or 
visit a temple to practice Bhakti? Thank you.” 
- Joseph Rubalcava, California, USA 

Editor replies: 

Dear Joseph, 

Regarding needing a temple to practise 
Krsna consciousness, please note: 

Reporter: “But suppose | were to become 
an initiate. Wouldn't | have to come and live in 
the temple?” 

Srila Prabhupada: “Not necessarily.” 

Reporter: “| can stay at home?” 

Srila Prabhupada: “Oh, yes.” 

Reporter: “What about work? Would | 
have to give up my job?” 

Srila Prabhupada: “No, you'd simply have 
to give up your bad habits and chant the 
Hare Krsna mantra on these beads - that’s 
all.” 

(The Science of Self-Realization, 2b) 

“Grhe thako vane thako, ‘ha gauranga’ 

bo’le dako. Not that everyone has to live in 








the temple. [...] he can live separately. But 
he must follow the rules and regulation.” 
(Srila Prabhupada, Morning Walk, 3/2/75) 

“lam so pleased to hear that you are liv- 


-ing nicely with your parents and carrying on 





with your Krishna Consciousness activities. 





Please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 
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That is a good proposal. Nevermind there 
maybe some inconvenience. Krishna al- 
ways appreciates when his devotee makes 
some sacrifice on His behalf, so there is no 
real difficulty under any conditions so long 
as we remember the Supreme Personality 
of Godhead.” 

(Srila Prabhupada Letter, 4/9/72) 

“Actually there is no difference between 
devotees living inside the temple and dev- 
otees living outside the temple. You are 
right that the important thing is to remem- 
ber Krsna, whatever is your activity.” 

(Srila Prabhupada Letter, 29/9/72) 

A picture of Krsna is also as good as see- 
ing the Deity: 

“But in Krsna’s form, if you have a 
Krsna’s photograph, it is as good as Krsna. 
[...] You can get the same benefit from the 
photograph picture of Krsna as you get 
benefit by directly meeting Him.” 

(Srila Prabhupada Lecture, 22/5/72) 

For further information regarding the posi- 
tion of ISKCON temples, please go to this link: 

iskconirm.com/visiting 


Clearing up the confusion 


“Hare Krishna, Prabhu, 

Please accept my humble obeisances. All 
glories to Srila Prabhupada. 

lam very glad to know about ISKCON Re- 
vival Movement which is trying to exhibit the 
truth. Prabhu, | am very much confused about 
what happened in ISKCON and why so many 
different ISKCONs have formed. And my sin- 
cere request is that please put me out of con- 
fusion and help me to understand what real- 
ly happened, Prabhu, and help me to find out 
the real bona fide movement which Prabhu- 
pada really desired. 

Ys" 

- Krishna Chaitanya, West Godavari, India 

Editor replies: 

1) Yes, there are so many groups all claim- 
ing to represent Srila Prabhupada. And, given 
so many conflicting claims, it can be confus- 
ing as to what is going on. This is why the IRM 
provides such an important service, in that we 
examine all such claims by comparing them 
to Srila Prabhupada’s teachings, and demon- 
strate who is actually adhering to Srila Prabhu- 
pada’s teachings, and who is merely using 
them. If you go to our website - 

www.iskconirm.com 

-you will see that this analysis by ourselves 


remains unchallenged and undefeated. 

2) We are also sending you our literature 
which will further help answer your questions 
regarding “what really happened” and hope- 
fully help to end your confusion. 


Non-existent orders are no orders 


“| just started looking into the philosophy 
of ritvik post-samadhi, and | find it very inter- 
esting. However, | am not completely con- 
vinced. | am convinced that some of the lead- 
ers in ISKCON are corrupted, and | find it terri- 
ble that they alter Srila Prabhupada’s books. | 
don't believe the current guru system is or was 
authorised by Srila Prabhupada and | know 
about the missing tapes. | have read some of 
your literature on the internet including The Fi- 
nal Order. 

So lam down to two possibilities: 

1. Ritvik post-samadhi as you are propagat- 
ing. 

2. Some of Gaura Govinda Swami's disci- 
ples say that Srila Prabhupada gave Gaura Go- 
vinda Swami and Radha Govinda Swami an or- 
der to become the only gurus in ISKCON after 
Srila Prabhupada’s departure. 

Do you have some evidence against the- 
ory 2? 

Thank you in advance and looking forward 
to your reply. 

Your servant,” 

- Caitanya Candra Dasa, Copenhagen, Denmark 

Editor replies: 

1) You refer to claims made regarding 
the existence of guru orders given by Srila 
Prabhupada. However, as long as these claims 
have not been substantiated with evidence, 
then there is nothing for us to offer evidence 
against. There is no record of such guru orders 
from Srila Prabhupada. Nor did Srila Prabhu- 
pada state that ISKCON would be governed via 
orders that were given secretly without any re- 
cord of them and unknown to anyone else. 

2) At the very least, those who would have 
to implement such orders would have needed 
to have been told about such instructions. The 
system of initiations present in ISKCON at the 
time of Srila Prabhupada’s physical departure 
was the “rtvik” system of initiations, which was 
being implemented by the temple presidents 
who were under the authority of the GBC. 
Thus, both the temple presidents and the GBC 
would have needed to be informed regarding 
any diksa gurus who had now been authorised 
to operate in ISKCON, otherwise how could the 





temple presidents possibly know that: 

a) They should stop sending recommen- 
dations for initiation to the rtviks to initiate on 
Srila Prabhupada’s behalf as ordered by Srila 
Prabhupada; 

b) And instead they were to now, do what? 
Suddenly start sending all these recommen- 
dations to only these two men? Or just allow 
them to come into any temple and start can- 
vassing for the temple devotees to be their 
disciples? They were supposed to abandon 
an order that Srila Prabhupada did give them 
for an order they had no knowledge of? How? 
Through the power of mystical mind-reading 
they did not possess? 

Thus, such a suggestion is clearly absurd. 

3) We would have to believe that Srila 
Prabhupada had ordered that ISKCON was to 
be governed by chaos and anarchy, as now 
anyone could simply claim that “Srila Prabhu- 
pada said” something, and everyone would 
have to just suddenly turn ISKCON upside 
down to “obey” these supposed orders. 

This is why Srila Prabhupada warned us to 
guard against using such a method to operate 
ISKCON: 

“Unless it is there from me in writing, 
there are so many things that “Prabhupada 
said.”” 

(Srila Prabhupada Letter, 2/9/75) 

“just like in our ISKCON there are so 
many false things: “Prabhupada said this, 
Prabhupada said that.”” 

(Srila Prabhupada Letter, 7/11/72) 

“Sometimes they say, “Prabhupada said 
it.” [...] More misleading [...] Yes.” 
(Srila Prabhupada, Morning Walk, 3/2/75) 

4) Whereas, in regards to Srila Prabhupada 
remaining as ISKCON's diksa@ guru, we can note 
that: 

a) ISKCON’s leadership does not dispute 
that Srila Prabhupada established himself as 


Please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 
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Srila Prabhupada: 
His guidance alone is sufficient 





ISKCON’s sole diks@ guru. 

b) Hence, given this already established 
state of affairs, the burden of proof to show 
that this state of affairs was to be changed falls 
on those who are calling for such a change. 

c) Therefore, in order to enact something 
as momentous as removing Srila Prabhupada 
as the diksd guru of his own Society, we would 
need nothing less than documented evidence 
that Srila Prabhupada gave a clear and unam- 
biguous order to the whole of ISKCON to re- 
move himself as ISKCON’s diksd guru. Especial- 
ly since Srila Prabhupada established a GBC to 
manage ISKCON to whom he gave “in writing” 
“everything” needed in order for ISKCON to 
continue functioning: 

“| have given in writing everything, 
whatever you wanted - my will, my execu- 
tive power, everything. [...] | have already 
given everything in writing.” 

(Srila Prabhupada, Room Conversation, 2/10/77 
& 3/10/77) 

But no such order for Srila Prabhupada’s 
removal as ISKCON’s diksd guru was given in 
writing to the GBC or anyone else. 

d) Thus, absent such an order, Srila Prabhu- 
pada remains as ISKCON’s diksd guru. And the 
orders we do have “in writing”, such as- 

i) The July 9th, 1977 directive; 

ii) Srila Prabhupada’s Last Will and Testa- 
ment 

-all merely reinforce the state of af- 
fairs that existed in ISKCON just prior to Srila 
Prabhupada’s physical departure: that Srila 
Prabhupada would remain ISKCON’s diksd guru 
and there was to be no change to this state of 
affairs. 

Thus, in conclusion: 

« There is no evidence that Srila Prabhu- 
pada asked to be removed as ISKCON’s diksa 
guru, and thus we do not need to offer evi- 
dence against this unsubstantiated theory. 


+ Therefore, Srila Prabhupada remains 
ISKCON's diksd@ guru. 


Nonsense Corner 


This is a column in which we answer arti- 
cles or statements that have been forwarded 
to us by our readers for rebutting. 

On our website, we have analysed the 
teachings of deceased ISKCON GBC voted-in 
guru HH Gour Govinda Swami (“GGS”) at this 
location: iskconirm.com/GGS 

A post on social media by one of his disci- 
ples has attempted to respond to some of this 
analysis, and we present these arguments in 
the shaded boxes below, with our comments 
underneath. 
RM (ISKCON Revival Move 











Thus, it is admitted that the IRM’s position, 
which he is trying to argue against, is that: 

“Srila Prabhup@da’s guidance alone is suffi- 
cient for spiritual advancement.” 

This is a position that even most of 
ISKCON’s rank and file accept, with the GBC 
gurus usually just telling their disciples to read 
Srila Prabhupada’s books. 





1) Srila Prabhupada did not present Krsna 
consciousness in its “true form’; 

2) Rather, he “concealed” the true teach- 
ings in a “seed” form; 

3) He therefore only gave the “ABC of spir- 
itual life”; 

4) We therefore need someone else to im- 
part this “higher teaching” that Srila Prabhu- 
pada did not give us. 

However, this attempt to minimise Srila 
Prabhupada is easily defeated by Srila Prabhu- 
pada’s own words where he makes it clear that 
he has delivered fully and openly the teach- 
ings of Krsna consciousness required to com- 


pletely progress in spiritual life: 

“In my books the philosophy of Krishna 
Consciousness is explained fully” 

(Srila Prabhupada Letter, 22/11/74) 

“So there is nothing to be said new. 
Whatever | have to speak, | have spoken in 
my books. Now you try to understand it and 
continue your endeavor. Whether | am pre- 
sent or not present doesn’t matter.” 

(Srila Prabhupada Arrival Speech, 17/5/77) 

“We therefore request everyone to take 
advantage of this great transcendental lit- 
erature. One will find that by reading one 
page after another, an immense treasure of 
knowledge in art, science, literature, philos- 
ophy and religion will be revealed, and ul- 
timately, i his on k, Krsn 
love of Godhead will fructify.” 

(Srila Prabhupada’s Preface, KRSNA, The Supreme 
Personality of Godhead) 


ee eam" near | 
rom a living present bona fide guru and then 





1) It is claimed that one cannot understand 
Srila Prabhupada’s books as one cannot “get 
direct answer” from Srila Prabhupada via these 
books. And, therefore, one needs to hear di- 
rectly from a “living present bona fide guru” 
(meaning physically present). Yet, this is self- 
defeating logic for GGS disciples, because GGS 
himself is not such a “living present bona fide 
guru”, and thus one cannot hear from him. Nor 
from Narayana Maharaja of the Gaudiya Matha 
for that matter. Nor, have we been presented 
any evidence for who this bona fide source is, 
who can supposedly explain things to us that 
Srila Prabhupada supposedly cannot. 

2) In any case, Srila Prabhupada directly 
defeats the above nonsense as follows: 

“you should always read my books dai- 
ly and all your questions will be answered 
and you will have a firm basis of Krishna 
Consciousness. In this way your life will be 
perfect.” 

(Srila Prabhupada Letter, 22/11/74) 

“Every one of you must regularly read 
our books at least twice-in the morning 
and evening, and automatically all ques- 
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BTP Interactive (continued) 


tions will be answered.” 
(Srila Prabhupada Letter, 24/1/70) 

Devotee: “Srila Prabhupada, when you are 
not present with us, how is it possible to re- 
ceive instructions, for example, on questions 
that may arise?” 

Srila Prabhupada: “Well, the questions 
are... Answers are there in my books.” 
(Morning Walk, 13/5/73) 

“In my books the philosophy of Krishna 
Consciousness is explained fully so if there 
is anything which you do not understand, 
then you simply have to read again and 
again. By reading daily the knowledge will 











be revealed to you and by this process your 
spiritual life will develop.” 


1) We are told that Srila Prabhupada is in- 
deed living! But then, having confessed to Srila 
Prabhupada’s spiritually living status, Srila 
Prabhupada is still relegated to effectively be- 
ing “dead”, because we cannot “inquire from” 
him, or have him “inflict discipline on us if we 
go astray”. However, again, this is self-defeat- 
ing logic for GGS disciples, because it would 
have to be admitted that we also cannot ac- 
cess or inquire from GGS, nor can he “inflict 
discipline on us if we go astray”, since he is 
also not “living” in the sense of being physi- 
cally present. 

2) And again, in any case, Srila Prabhupada 
destroys these arguments: 

“| shall remain your personal guidance, 
physically present or not physically, as | am 
getting personal guidance from my Guru 
Maharaja.” 

(Srila Prabhupada, Room Conversation, 14/7/77) 

Narayana: “disciples who don’t have op- 
portunity to see you or speak with you...” 

Srila Prabhupada: “That he was speaking, 
vani and vapuh. Even if you don't see his body, 
you take his word, vani.” 

Narayana: “But how do they know they're 
pleasing you, Srila Prabhupada?” 

Srila Prabhupada: “If you actually follow 
the words of guru, that means he is pleased. 





And if you do not follow, how he can be 
pleased?” 
(Morning Walk, 21/7/75) 





Appreciation 


“This issue ‘Guru Hoax History Special’ (BTP 
70) is most powerful of all BTPs. 40 years later 
ISKCON’s leaders are not able remember all the 
lies, therefore the truth is being spilled whilst 
they recount the GBC ‘History’ -| am referring 
to the articles ‘Rtviks Reveal How They Became 
Gurus’, ‘The Origin of the GBC Guru System’, 
and ‘No One Can Defend the Guru Hoax’.” 

- Joyce Kadam, Mumbai, India 

“Hare Krishna, Dear Team, 

All Glories to Srila Prabhupada. 

Thank you for your hard work. 

I'm living in Ukraine and trying to practice 
Krishna Consciousness from 2017. So-called of- 
ficial ISKCON has a very strong position here 
in Ukraine and they actively preach. | studied 
in Vaisnava academy and dropped out on the 
third year when the truth revealed about the 
book changes, about the last order and rtvik 
system. But soon, by the grace of Srila Prabhu- 
pada and the Lord, | met the Prabhupadanu- 
gas. Also | got your book The Final Order. 

Thank you very much for your help and ex- 
planations and such detailed answers. 

| carefully read all the materials that 
you sent me, also | read some materials on 
iskconirm.com site and now almost every- 
thing has become clear to me. 

Best regards,” 

- Vsevolod Batechko, Kiev, Ukraine 

“| have received BTP and The Authorised 
Bhagavatam book. Thank you. My only com- 
plaint is that it’s always too short! 

It amazes me that after many dozens of is- 
sues of BTP you keep finding new angles from 
which to defeat the guru hoax. Then again, | 
suppose we do have to thank the guru hoax- 
ers themselves for continuing to provide you 
with fresh material every time they open their 
mouths to say something. One would think 
they might have learned by now to rather keep 
their mouths shut. 

In once sense, your work is easy. Propping 
up a lie requires more and more lies with time. 
It’s never-ending work. Since the truth doesn’t 
change, you basically just have to keep repeat- 
ing the same things until the message sinks in. 
Truth strengthens resolve with time, where- 
as lies weaken it. Which will ultimately bring 
about the demise of these hoaxers.” 

- Sean Redpath, Johannesburg, South Africa 

“Dear Prabhus, 

All Glories to His Divine Grace A. C. 
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, PAMHO. 


Srila Prabhupada: His books 
explain Krsna consciousness fully 





Just received the last issue and as usual it 
was inspiring, ‘simple for the simple-minded’ 
and fortunately I’m simple-minded. 

MSi4 
- Sambhu Dasa, Emmaboda, Sweden 

“Please accept my deep gratitude and ap- 
preciation for your invaluable service to HDG 
Srila Prabhupada -to fight all forces to keep his 
teachings free from contamination!!! 

Hari Hari Bol!!!” 

- A. G. Sunil, Mumbai, India 

“Good reading for me to understand the 
true teachings of Srila Prabhupada.” 
- G. Lee, Selangor, Malaysia 

“Thank you for your kindness.” 

- Raymond Gregan, New Jersey, USA 

“| look forward to receiving BTP. | am dis- 
appointed that ISKCON has moved so far away 
from Srila Prabhupada’s teachings. Not only 
within Bhaktivedanta Manor but around Great 
Britain | notice the move away with, for exam- 
ple, Karuna Bhavan in Scotland resembling a 
new age hippie commune and their website 
quoting Vincent van Gogh with no mention, 
as far as | could gauge, of Srila Prabhupada.” 

- Brahmaloka Dasa, Derbyshire, UK 

“Any books you send will make me happy. 

NeSiez 
- Rohini Nandana Dasa, Vrindavana, India 

“| would humbly like to request a free Eng- 
lish hard copy of The Final Order, please. 

Thank you, and thank you for your amaz- 
ing contribution to keeping alive Srila Prabhu- 
pada’s legacy, vani, as a beacon for all of the 4 
types of us who turned to Krishna. It is because 
of your efforts only that when | came to KC, | 
was able to understand the truth. Please know 
that your publications helped me understand 
the corruption present in today’s ISKCON 
when | was new to Krishna Consciousness. 
Your work to maintain His Divine Grace Srila 
Prabhupada as the Founder-Acarya and only 
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Srila Prabhupada: 
The only diksa guru for ISKCON! 





diks@ guru for ISKCON is the hope for all devo- 
tees! Also, does IRM have a webpage, website, 
or something, for all of us who read IRM??? 

Please accept my humble and most sincere 
gratitude for being the beacon of hope for 
Srila Prabhupada’s vani and the true ISKCON 
for the Golden Age of Kali-yuga! Radhe Radhe! 
Thank you for everything, Hari Bol! 

Misia 
- Suneal Guptaa, Maryland, USA 

Editor replies: 

Yes, we have a website: 

www.iskconirm.com 

“Received BTP. Very good, thanks. The 
truth is victorious even if sustained by a single 
person against the rest of humanity. 

Hare Krishna.” 
- Rama Raghava Dasa, Firenze, Italy 

“| received BTP, as well as the Special Sum- 
mary Issue. The BTP issue was sincerely de- 
lightful, and the Summary Issue really helped 
to clarify a handful of key points. | appreciate 
everything you are doing, it really means a lot! 

Hare Krishna,” 
- Cole Conley, Kentucky, USA 

“Love the work you are doing. 

Jaya Prabhupada.” 
- Nandini Jha, Bihar, India 

“Great service towards Srila Prabhupada. 
Keep up the good work.” 
- Gokool Raguanan, Pietermaritzburg, South Africa 

“Just discovered you. Always want to 
make progress to enable the true teachings of 
Prabhupada to be available to all who are at- 
tracted to Krishna. | do want to make it known 
where | stand and am not fearful if the whole 
world of the ISKCON knows. 

Hare Krishna,” 
- Michael Dillon, Yuba City, USA 

“| thank you very much for many years of 
kind service. 


With warmest best wishes to you all,” 
- Tony Woods, Surrey, UK 

“Hare Krishna. From what | can tell, Krishna- 
kant Prabhu (KK) is gentleman enough to con- 
trol his anger and not use speculations and 
less so foul language in debates and discus- 
sions, as it should be. Srila Prabhupada teach- 
es that the moment one gets angry, he has 
lost. KK is a very disciplined devotee and with 
a HUGE capacity. For many years, he has pub- 
lished and made available the Back To Prabhu- 
pada (BTP) magazine in many languages at NO 
COST to many thousands of subscribers (and 
increasing) world wide. He has also published 
and distributed, also FOR FREE, other pub- 
lications such as The Final Order. This also in- 
cludes other scholarly works that are being 
given credit by university scholars that ap- 
preciate the truth. At the same time, he is de- 
bating and running circles exposing 140 phil- 
osophical deviants defeating them ALL. In at 
least one case, he “runs circles” around Bhak- 
ti Caru “Swami,” in 50 different topics! Nobody 
can defeat him, because he uses the Prabhu- 
pada-Only Paradigm or POP. KK is the one that 
is turning the most followers to the ritvik sys- 
tem of initiations Srila Prabhupada wants. Dev- 
otees all over the world are opening centers 
using his Final Order and BTP magazine as their 
back bone. | am personally involved in helping 
open two centers in Latin America as | write. 

Srila Prabhupada DID order, ‘Our business 
is to show who is not a s@dhu’. KKD is totally 
authoritative by exposing the DGDE (Dreaded 
Guru Disease Epidemic), which is worse than 
all epidemics combined. 

Thanks for your wonderful service,” 
- Mahatma Dasa, Los Angeles, USA 

“| would like to serve as much as possible. 
lam born and live here in Vrindavana. | would 
like to glorify Prabhupada and definitely want 
to work against the crimes in ISKCON. The 
ISKCON management are so greedy. 

Hare Krishna.” 
- Vikas Kulshrestha, Vrindavana, India 

“lam always looking forward to receiving 
more nectar from your important work! Thank 
you again. Hare Krishna.” 
- Elmar Symezek, New South Wales, Australia 

“Impressed by BTP. This Movement to re- 
store Prabhupada’s legacy and ideology is jus- 
tified and welcome.” 
- Harihar Pandey, Puri, India 

“All glories to His Divine Grace Srila 
Prabhupada. Hare Krishna. Please continue to 





spread the truth on his behalf and defeat the 
pretender gurus. Thank you.” 
- Gunyarupini Dasi, Escondido, USA 

“ALL Glories to His Divine Grace Srila 
Prabhupada. | have received my latest copy of 
BTP. Thank you and keep up the good work. 

Very grateful. Hare Krishna!” 

- Bruce Hough, Bunbury, Australia 

“| have been receiving the Back To Prabhu- 
pada magazine for a while now, and | think | 
understand the IRM position, but | would like 
to get the complete picture and so | am writ- 
ing to ask if there are back-copies of the Back 
To Prabhupdda available, and if so, how can | 
access them? | am also interested in a copy of 
each of the following books - 

+ The Final Order 

. 100 Deviations: The Life and Teachings 

of HH Sivarama Swami 

— and anything else that you feel might be 
useful in giving me a more complete under- 
standing of the IRM position. 

Thank you for all your hard work with this 
situation and the dedication you are showing 
to your spiritual master, Srila Prabhupada. 

Your servant,” 

- Pitambara Dasa, Renfrewshire, Scotland 

Editor replies: 

Yes, back issues of BTP, as well as all of our 
books, are available on request and they are 
free of charge. One only needs to pay for the 
postage. 

“Thank you for sending me every edition of 
Back To Prabhupada. \t has given me hope and 
inspiration to carry on with my sadhana. 

| received an email from our practically 
non-existent ISKCON Belfast, asking us to buy 
goods on Amazon, to help the temple. What 
do you think of that?” 

- Purnananda Dasi, Belfast, Northern Ireland 

Editor replies: 

1) Thank you for sharing this with us. We 
have printed other letters where devotees 
have also shared how, by giving them hope 
and inspiration, BTP has helped them with 
their sadhana. This is a very important point, 
as it attests to another very important spiritu- 
al benefit devotees get from BTP, and why we 
keep printing BTP to help devotees in this way. 

2) In regards to your point about ISKCON’s 
money-raising tactics, in past issues we have 
exposed the “commercialisation” of ISKCON, 
and therefore nothing in regards to this sur- 
prises us anymore! 
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Dumbing Down GBC Gurus 


One technique employed by ISKCON’s lead- 
ers to cover up the fact that they have filled 
ISKCON with unauthorised fraudster gurus, is 
to try to dumb down the standard required for 
being a diksd guru. All emphases added. 


Gurus carried away 


We quoted in our B7P 68 article “Becoming 
Guru in ISKCON” that GBC member Anuttama 
Dasa (“AD”) teaches that a bona fide diksa 
guru could even technically be an “idiot”. AD 
further states in an interview dated 5/9/21: 
“We realised about ten ye ( 10, ‘hey, these 





_in ISKCON also they 
pressure, they get o 


ADIITY TO aerste wt 

tees with particular problems, mari 
lems, emotional proble ) s, psycholo 
ol i 

Thus, AD states that the GBC’s “good as 
God” gurus are completely fallible, because 
they get “overwhelmed” by “temptations” and 
other pressures caused by having disciples. 
However, Srila Prabhupada specifically ad- 


ola ar 


dresses such gurus who get overwhelmed or 
carried away by having disciples, and states re- 
garding such gurus that: 

“if a spiritual master is not properly au- 
thorized, and only on his own initiative be- 
comes a spiritual master, he may be carried 
away by an accumulation of wealth and 
large numbers of disciples.” 

(The Nectar of Devotion, Ch. 14) 

Thus, this proves that: 

1) Such “overwhelmed” GBC gurus were 
not properly authorised. And they were “au- 
thorised” to be guru by the GBC. 

2) Since all GBC gurus are authorised in the 
same way via the GBC, then all such GBC au- 
thorised gurus are not “properly authorized”, 
regardless of whether or not they end up be- 
ing similarly “carried away”. 


Actually good as God 


“you read in the book the guru’s as seed as 


God, without training you start thinking ‘my 







spect a guru because he, or in the case of 






srus, maybe someday diksa é 
resenting God, | treat them with re: 


Srila Prabhupada taught in his books that 
treating a bona fide guru “as good as God” is 
more than just a “culture” of treating “with 
respect”. The bona fide diks@ guru is actual- 
ly qualified to be treated as good as God be- 
cause he is a pure devotee and liberated: 

“The bona fide representative of God 
is as good as God Himself. [...] a sinful man 
can very easily approach a pure devotee of 
the Lord. And if one agrees to put himself 
under the guidance of such a devotee of the 
Lord, he can also understand the science of 
God and can also become like the transcen- 

ental pur Vv Lord and thus 
get his liberation back to Godhead” 
(SB, 2.7.46, purport) 


Fake worship 


Srila Prabhupada taught that we should 
not worship a person as good as God if they 
are not actually on that level: 

“Although Prthu Maharaja was factually 
an incarnation of the Supreme Personality 
of Godhead, he nonetheless rejected those 
praises because the qualities of the Su- 
preme Person were not yet manifest in him. 


He wanted to stress that one who does not 
actuall h lities should no 


try to engage his followers and devotees in 
offering him glory for them” 
(SB, 4.15.23, purport) 

In the first section, AD admitted that the 
GBC-concocted guru system is creating a huge 
problem, with “a lot” of gurus in ISKCON get- 
ting “overwhelmed”. But, unfortunately, the 
“training” AD claims will solve this only wors- 
ens things by teaching how people must ac- 
cept the GBC’s unauthorised gurus ‘as good 
as God’ regardless of their actual position. 
Whereas allowing people to accept the actu- 
al diksG guru-the Founder-Acarya of ISKCON, 
Srila Prabhupada, who is on the level of be- 
ing ‘as good as God’ - would actually solve the 
problem. 





Not even Krsna conscious 


Regarding a disciple who has supposed- 
ly been ordered by his spiritual master to be- 
come a diksd guru, GBC voted-in guru HH Si- 
varama Swami (“SRS”) states: 

“if it becomes the order of the spiritual mas- 
ter for whatever purpose, then the devotee has 
the empowerment to do that. Empowerment 


Anuttama Dasa (left): S 
should be worshipped lil 





doesn’t necessarily mean that someone's go- 
ing to be in the right consciousness [...] Prabhu- 
pada in the beginning gave 11 devotees the or- 
der to be guru.* Obviously, it didn’t automatical- 
ly mean that by giving the order that they wer 
going to become Krsna conscious. [...] you can 
go this way, you can go that way. That's always 
the case.” 

(SRS Podcast Conversation, 2/11/21) 

1) Thus, further emphasising the “dumb- 
ing down” of GBC gurus, SRS amazingly claims 
that it is standard for a person “empowered” 
to be a diksd guru to not necessarily even go 
on to “become Krsna conscious”, never mind 
at least be Krsna conscious at the time they 
were ordered to be diksd gurus! And that Srila 
Prabhupada supposedly ordered 77 such may- 
be non-Krsna conscious diksa@ gurus, rather 
than the liberated pure devotees as required 
(see quote above). But those who are “empow- 
ered” will always actually be empowered: 

“Narada Muni, Haridasa Thakura and 
similar acaryas especially empowered to 
broadcast the glories of the Lord cannot be 
brought down to the material platform.” 
(SB, 7.7.14, purport) 

* SRS again repeats the false, discredited 
claim that 11 devotees who were ordered by 
Srila Prabhupada to be rtviks were instead ac- 
tually ordered to be successor diksa gurus. We 
disproved this false claim in the last issue in 
the article “Verifying the Guru Claim”. 





Conclusion 


The bar for what constitutes a diks@ guru in 
ISKCON has deliberately been lowered to be so 
low in order to justify any nonsense they may 
do. But we do not need to accept the GBC’s 
dumbed-down, fake, unauthorised gurus who 
merely pretend to be “as good as God” for 
worship and prestige, when we can accept the 
real, actual “as good as God” diksa guru, Srila 
Prabhupada, instead! 


Please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare — and be happy! 
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The GBC’s Aeroplane Guru-Tattva 


In last issue's article “GBC Politics Case Study”, 
we documented how the GBC has handled 
the case of voted-in guru HH Lokanath Swa- 
mi (“LOK”) - who was accused of having sexu- 
ally abused a minor in 1990 by a statement on 
8/5/21 from ISKCON’s North American Lead- 
ership Council (“NAC”). We noted how the 
GBC’'s sudden decision to send a thirty-year- 
old case to ISKCON’s Child Protection Office 
for re-examination was only due to pressure 
that arose from social media, and how this de- 
cision itself was quickly followed by action to 
take the case back again due to pressure from 
ISKCON India’s leadership body, the India 
Continental Committee (“ICC”)! We showed 
how the GBC’s handling of this case was based 
on politics and pressure rather than principles 
or Srila Prabhupada’s instructions, and below 
we present further developments in this case 
which prove our point. Emphases added. 


Pressure-politics admission 


In an interview dated 5/9/21, GBC mem- 
ber Anuttama Dasa (“AD”) admitted that in 
regards to the LOK case, the GBC acted based 
on political pressure: 

“it’s risen up again and some people feel very 
strongly, now it must go back to the CPO [Child 
Protection Office - Ed.] /...] there’s extremes on 
one side, extremes on the other side [...] There’s 
alot of pressure. | think the GBC made a wise de- 


cision to say, okay, we hear these voices [...] did 
the GBC act properly? [...] as a GBC member, I'll 


say | think all of us are, you know, getting bom- 
barded with letters” 

At the same time, AD acknowledges that 
one should not act based on pressure: 

“We should take time [...] not rush some- 
thing through just because there's pressure from 
the one side or the other side.” 

Although, as we documented in the last is- 
sue, and as we document in the next section, 
that is precisely how the GBC has acted. 








Initiation flip-flop 


We previously reported that, four days af- 
ter the NAC’s abovementioned 8/5/21 state- 
ment, the GBC took further action by (again) 
suspending LOK from initiating anywhere 
in the world pending another review of the 
case. But now, ICC member Sanak Sanatana 
Dasa (“SSD”) reports that the GBC has already 
flipped back on that, and allowed LOK to con- 
tinue acting as a good as God initiating diksa 
guru in India, again due to political pressure!: 


“some of the Indian GBC members pushed 
the GBC in general, so Mahdrdja is again allowed 
to initiate” 

(SSD Interview, 16/10/21) 

And also that LOK can now again initiate 
anywhere in the world as long as the local 
management agrees: 

“let's say Maharaja wants to go to Mauritius 
and some people want to take initiation from 
Maharaja, the council of Mauritius can decide 
[...] That is up to the national bodies” 

(SSD Interview, 16/10/21) 

Hence, the GBC is still allowing LOK to ini- 
tiate even though his case may still end up be- 
ing handed over to the Child Protection Of- 
fice and he may be found guilty of having en- 
gaged in the sexual abuse of a minor. Indeed, 
that was the reasoning for why LOK was sus- 
pended from initiating to begin with. Thus, in 
some regions, LOK can now continue to act 
for newcomers as a good as God diksd guru - 
whilst simultaneously in others he cannot, and 
can be considered instead as a potential child 
sexual abuser! 


Guru hoax absurdity 


This crazy situation, whereby LOK’s status 
as either a ‘good as God’ diksa guru or poten- 
tial sex abuser is determined entirely by where 
his plane happens to land, is a consequence of 
ISKCON’s guru hoax, which is both unauthor- 
ised and supports unqualified gurus. Many on 
both sides of this issue appear to have no un- 
derstanding of what a bona fide diksd guru, as 
taught by Srila Prabhupada, actually is. 

1) Some who are opposed to LOK contin- 
uing to act as a diks@ guru have based this op- 
position on LOK supposedly having engaged 
in sexual abuse; that is, if he had not done this, 
then there would not have been any objection 
to him acting as a diksa guru. After all, they 
are not wholesale objecting to anyone else in 
ISKCON posing as a diksd guru, as long as they 
have not engaged in gross deviations. 

2) While, those supporting LOK have them- 
selves claimed, in the words of another mem- 
ber of the ICC, Basu Ghosh Dasa (“BGD”), that 
LOK ‘only’ might have engaged in ‘harassment’ 
and that the incident was “unpleasant”: 

“you know, he might have harassed this girl, 
[...] It's an unpleasant story” 

(BGD, ICC Meeting, 9/7/21) 

Hence, as we documented in the previous 
article, so low is the bar to be a bona fide diksa 
guru in ISKCON, that as long as you do not en- 
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gage in sexual abuse, or “only” engage in har- 
assment, then you can go for it and claim to be 
“as good as God”. Whereas, Srila Prabhupada 
teaches that only self-realised mahabhagava- 
tas can become diksd gurus (see, for example, 
Bhagavad-gita As It Is, 2.8, purport, and Sri 
Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya-lila, 24.330, 
purport). Of course, Srila Prabhupada never 
authorised anyone to replace him as ISKCON’s 
diksd guru to begin with, but it would help if 
ISKCON at least knew what a bona fide diksa@ 
guru is. 


Hypocrisy over BTP 


In the same SSD interview quoted above, 
SSD hypocritically criticises BTP for criticising: 

“the Sastra tells us very clearly don’t gossip 
and don’t offend Vaisnavas, [...] | mean the rt- 
viks had whole magazines out called Back To 
Prabhupada, they were just offending and rip- 
ping people apart” 

However, SSD’s ICC has criticised others, 
for example accusing GBC member Malati Dasi 
of ‘racism’, and they have also been fighting 
with ISKCON America. As SSD reports, the ten- 
sion has gotten so bad that: 

“I'm worried about the cultural and phil- 
osophical break between ISKCON India and 
ISKCON America [...] there’s a big group in India 
which hopefully is looking forward to that” 

Indeed, in order to defend LOK, SSD and 
the ICC have had to criticise others in ISKCON, 
but only when we do exactly the same thing to 
defend Srila Prabhupada does it suddenly be- 
come the offending of Vaisnavas! 








Conclusion 


Absurdities such as “Aeroplane guru-tatt- 
va", whereby one’s transcendental guru status 
can vary depending on where one’s aeroplane 
lands, will continue in ISKCON as long as they 
insist on operating their guru hoax. 


Please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare — and be happy! 
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Bewildered by Guru Lust 


The Bhagavaa-gita explains the consequenc- 


es of having attachment: 

“While contemplating the objects of 
the senses, a person develops attachment 
for them, and from such attachment lust de- 
velops, and from lust anger arises. From an- 
ger, delusion arises, and from delusion be- 
wilderment of memory.” 

(Bg., 2.62-63) 

Thus, the attachment grows into lust, 
which will then progress into one’s memory 
being bewildered. We present a case study of 
this teaching in action. Emphasis added. 


No order for FDG 


GBC voted-in guru HH Bhakti Vikasa Swa- 
mi (“BVKS”) published a book in 2015 titled 
Mothers & Masters in which he states that it is 
“dangerous” to claim that Srila Prabhupada 
overrode sastra to establish “feminism”, of 
which female diksd gurus (FDG) are an expan- 
sion; and thus he claims that Srila Prabhupada 
“only rarely mentioned” FDG. Hence, by stat- 


-BVKS is making it clear that Srila Prabhu- 
pada did not order FDG as that would be 
against “sastra”. He also claims in the above 
book that the idea of FDG, which arises from 
establishing gender parity for women, would 


be as deviant as “rtvikism” (the IRM): 


Thus, BVKS has clearly and consistently re- 
jected that Srila Prabhupada ordered FDG. 


Supposed guru order 


Recently, BVKS dedicated a whole lecture 
given on 13/10/21 to providing “many quotes” 
from Srila Prabhupada which supposedly show 
that he “definitely wanted his disciples to initi- 
ate” and become diksa gurus. 

The following phrases used in each quote 
supplied by BVKS prove that each quote was 
applicable to everyone: 

“everyone” (Lecture, 29/7/66) 
“all sincere souls” (Lecture, 17/8/66) 
“all my disciples” (Letter to Madhustdana, 






2/11/67) 

“you all” (Letter to Acyutananda, 21/8/68) 
“Every one of us” (Lecture, 17/8/68) 

“all my disciples” (Letter to Hansadutta, 3/1/69) 
“all these disciples” (Conversation, 18/7/71) 
“every one of his disciples” (Conversation, 
29/6/72) 

“everyone” (Lecture, 22/8/73) 

“All of our students” (Letter to Alanatha, 
10/11/75) 

“Every student” (Letter to Tusta Krsna, 2/12/75) 
“every one of you” (Conversation, 30/5/76) 
“my disciples” (thus not restricted to only cer- 
tain types of disciples) (Lecture, 3/9/71; Letter to 
Kirtanananda, 25/1/69) 

“Everyone” (Room Conversation, 15/4/77) 

The last quote above refers to Lord 
Caitanya’s order to “become guru”. Thus, 
two other quotes offered by BVKS - Lecture, 
10/1 , which also refers to this order, and 

, 2.9.43, which BVKS states refers to this or- 
der—must also apply to “everyone”. While 
quotes - cture 6/4/75 and 
—BVKS states apply to “all” 
and “all his disciples” respectively. 

Thus, BVKS has to agree that all of these 
quotes he offered are applicable to everyone 
without restriction. 

Conversation, 25/5/72 refers to the GBC 
acting as “initiators” to give Srila Prabhupada 
“relief” whilst he was still physically present 
and therefore can only refer to them initiating 
on behalf of Srila Prabhupada rather than as 
diksd gurus. 4 other quotes offered by BVKS do 
not mention Srila Prabhupada’s disciples be- 








And that covers every quote BVKS gave. 


Bewildered behaviour 


Thus, every single relevant quote offered by 
BVKS is equally applicable to females since, as 
proven above, the quotes are stated to be ap- 
plicable to everyone without restriction. There- 
fore, BVKS’s supposed evidence for successor 
diksa@ gurus would just as equally be evidence 
for female diksG gurus as well. Hence, BVKS 
dedicated a whole lecture claiming to offer 
evidence for orders to be diksa@ gurus, which 
he has hitherto spent many years preaching 
could not be orders for diksa@ gurus, because 
they then would also be ordering female diksa 
gurus, which he has clearly rejected. 

BVKS gave this lecture because of his des- 
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Bhakti Vikasa Swami (left): 
Bewildered by lust to usurp Srila Prabhupada 


peration to “prove” that his position as a diksa 
guru is justified and that the IRM is wrong. In- 
deed, he states at the outset that the quotes 
will establish that the “rtvik theory” (the IRM’s 
position) is “bogus”. So, due to his intense at- 
tachment to maintaining his diksa guru posi- 
tion, BVKS’s memory became so bewildered 
that he completely forgot one of his most ar- 
dent beliefs and proceeded to argue com- 
pletely for FDG! We saw in the first section how 
BVKS claimed that the concept of FDG was as 
deviant as “rtvikism” (the IRM’s position). But 
here he attacks “rtvikism” by arguing for FDG, 
thus claiming that one deviation needs to 
be replaced by another equal deviation! This 
merely compounds his bewildered behaviour. 


No order 


Before BVKS’s memory loss due to bewil- 
derment, he would have had to conclude (due 
to his rejection of FDG), that these quotes he 
offered are not orders for successor diksa gu- 
rus. And he would have been correct. We have 
analysed virtually every one of the quotes he 
offered in detail in our many papers such as 
The Final Order, “Srila Prabhupada’s Order Still 
Stands”, etc., as well as past BTP issues. And 
therein we show that these quotes do not es- 
tablish that: 

a) Srila Prabhupada renounced his posi- 
tion as the diksa guru of ISKCON; 

b) And then ordered diksa@ gurus to there- 
fore take his position as ISKCON’s diksa guru. 

Rather, we show that the quotes are all 
compatible with Srila Prabhupada remaining 
as ISKCON’s sole diksd@ guru. 


Conclusion 


BVKS can overcome his guru lust bewilder- 
ment and return to sanity by giving up his un- 
authorised diksd guru position; indeed such 
bewilderment also shows how unqualified he 
is to act as a diks@ guru. 


Please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare — and be happy! 








Attacking Srila Prabhupada’s Transcendence 


Wehave previously exposed in B7P 6 the unauthorised biography of Srila Prabhupada by Satsvarupa Dasa (“SD”) titled Srila Prabhupada Lilam- 
rta. Our exposé can be read here: iskeonirm.com/lilamrta 

In this biography, SD went out of his way to insidiously imply that Srila Prabhupada behaved as an ordinary human with all the regular frail- 
ties, fears and insecurities. Hence, to drive the point home, in the introduction SD wrote: “! invite the reader to enjoy the very real, human life sto- 
ry of Srila Prabhupada’ (all emphases in article added). However, GBC Strategic Planning Team member Vraj Vihari Dasa (“VVD”) thinks that SD 
did not go far enough in portraying Srila Prabhupada as just being “human”. Because SD still called his unauthorised biography Srila Prabhupada 
“Lilamrta”, whereas VVD complains: 

“| wasn't so keen on the title, ‘Lilamrta’ [...] if we think that it’s just a lila of Prabhupada’s we might neglect the fact that he actually had two heart 
attacks, he actually had only 40 rupees in his pocket [...] that human side of him [...] if we just think it’s Ila and he’s just transcendental to everythin 
think it minimizes the greatness of Srila Prabhupada.” 

(VVD Talk, 7/11/21) 

Thus, VVD feels that even the title of this book may not be so appropriate, for it implies that all of Srila Prabhupada’s activities are “/ila” (pas- 
times) or transcendental, whereas VVD contends that Srila Prabhupada was not fully transcendental to everything. But this is the opposite of what 
Srila Prabhupada taught: 

“Therefore, one is forbidden to regard the guru as an ordinary human being (gurusu nara-matir... naraki sah). The spiritual master, or 
acarya, is always situated in the spiritual status of life. Birth, death, old age and disease do not affect him.” 

(SB, 10.4.20, purport) 

Yet, WD presents himself as a specialist in teaching others about Srila Prabhupada’s books, listing such activity as a “special interest” of his. 

But this undermining of Srila Prabhupada’s transcendence is very mild compared to the attack launched by GBC voted-in guru HH Bhakti Vika- 
sa Swami (“BVKS”), who compares Srila Prabhupada to an imagined horror character from a film by Alfred Hitchcock titled “Psycho”: 

“There is the rtvik sampradaya [...] itreminds me of a Alfred Hitchcock movie [...] it’s not a very nice example, but it shows the strange mentality that, 
there’s aman, and you see him talking to his mother [...] through the film, but you only see her from the backside and at the end of the film you see from 
the front side, and she’s dead. [...] not recognising the fact that Srila Prabhupada has passed away from our mortal vision” 

(BVKS Lecture, 8/11/21) 

BVKS considers that, if like the IRM, whom BVKS calls the “rtvik sampradaya”, one continues to associate with Srila Prabhupada as one’s guru 
even though he has physically departed, then this means that it is like talking to someone who is “dead”. This depiction of Srila Prabhupada as a 
“Psycho” guru who is “dead” is similar to other guru hoax supporters who have called Srila Prabhupada a “zombie” guru, just because we accept 
his transcendental position that despite his having left physically, he has not left spiritually. To understand just how offensive this Hitchcockian 
depiction of Srila Prabhupada is, consider Srila Prabhupada’s Vyasa-puja ceremony. Srila Prabhupada’s disciples all read their offerings directly to 
Srila Prabhupada at this ceremony. Yet, according to BVKS’s reasoning, since Srila Prabhupada has passed away from our mortal vision, they would 
be uselessly talking to a “dead” person, just like the man in BVKS’s Hitchcock movie who was talking to his dead mother. But Srila Prabhupada hav- 
ing passed away from our mortal vision makes no difference to being able to associate with him: 

“Although according to material vision His Divine Grace Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura Prabhupada passed away from this 
material world on the last day of December, 1936, | still consider His Divine Grace to be always present with me by his vani, his words. 
[...] we must take advantage of the vani, not the physical presence.” 

(Cc., Antya-lila, concluding words) 

Thus, it is BVKS who does not recognise that despite Srila Prabhupada’s having disappeared from our material vision, it makes no difference 
to spiritual life. We saw in the previous article how BVKS’s lust to be a guru had literally made him lose his mind, as he had lost his memory. Now 
we see this same guru lust push him to attack Srila Prabhupada’s transcendental status, as this poses a direct threat to his guru position. 
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